CHAPTER    III
GERMANY ADVISES IMMEDIATE WAR
The Position of the Austro-Hungarian Government
BERCHTOLD was the more insistent to obtain assurances
from Berlin because, if his policy were to prevail, he
must have the acquiescence of his Emperor and that of
the Hungarian Prime Minister; and he felt that the fact
of German adherence to his policy would have a decisive
influence upon the minds of both.
Francis Joseph had no doubt already clearly before
him the question whether those who directed the policy
of the Dual Monarchy could long remain "passive spec-
tators" of the danger presented by their Slav neighbours,
But, faced with the responsibility for a war in which he
would run the risk of attracting the hostility of "every-
body, and above all Russia," against Austria, he hesi-
tated.^) He desired to be certain of Germany's support.
As for Tisza, his position was not in doubt; he was
frankly hostile to war. As a Magyar, he looked askance
at the possible incorporation in the Monarchy of fresh
Slav elements, which might weaken Hungarian influence;
and this personal conviction explains his opposition to
any idea of an attack on Serbia. He was also afraid of
the impression which such an attack would make if
it were undertaken without direct proof of Serbian
responsibility for Sarajevo. It would mean exposing
Austria-Hungary "to the eyes of the whole world as a
disturber of the peace/* and committing "a fatal error.'*
Moreover, he could see cracks in the Austro-German
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